


Policy Insight
THEME: Cancer Burden

UPDATE:   ‘More Than Two Lakh Cases 
Of Head And Neck Cancers 
Reported In India’

Key Highlights

April is observed as the Head and Neck Cancer 
Awareness Month to sensitise people about 
these cancers.

Overall 57.5 percent of global HNCs occur in 
Asia, especially in India where it accounts for 30 
percent of all cancers. Over 2,00,000 cases of 
HNCs occur each year in India. Consumption of 
tobacco plus smokers are at high risk for HNC

Radiation plays a key role in the management 
of HNCs in both curative and palliative intent. 
Newer advances in radiation like VMAT, IGRT, 
SBRT allow normal organ sparing and better 
functional outcomes like speech and swallowing 
including better cosmesis and preservation of 
salivary function.

Policy Insight

THEME: Cancer Prevention

UPDATE: The preventable nature of 
HPV needs to be recognised and 
acted upon

Key Highlights

Cervical cancer continues to remain the second 
biggest cancer affecting women in India and 
thus preventive vaccination and awareness is 
crucial to addressing the disease burden.

It is time for India to address the high disease 
burden through timely counselling with their 
doctors about the need for HPV vaccination. By 
doing so working with doctors and promoting 
HPV vaccination, India has the potential to take 
a major step forward towards preventing HPV-
related cancers in young and mid-life adults



Pipeline News
THEME: Cancer Policy

UPDATE:   Punjab health department 
launches oral cancer screening 
initiatives

Key Highlights

Oral cancer was the most prevalent in men in 
the country and according to an estimate, 
around 49,750 new cases would emerge every 
year in the country by 2030.

80 percent of the cancer cases are detected at 
the second or third stage when it is difficult to 
cure cancer, therefore detecting oral cancer at 
the first stage can definitely prove to be a boon 
in cancer cure

Alcohol and tobacco are among the leading 
causes of oral cancer. She said steps will be 
taken for timely screening by the participants. 
Health staff will be trained and general public 
will be made aware against alcohol and 
tobacco addiction.

Pipeline News

THEME: Cancer Treatment

UPDATE:  National Cancer Institute 
will play an important role for a 
Cancer-Free India

Key Highlights

The National Institute of Cancer, Nagpur will 
provide preventive medical treatment and 
diagnosis of cancer.

The institute will also work on research and 
treatment on thalassemia and sickle cell which 
will benefit the patients of this disease in East 
Vidarbha.

Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra stated 
that efforts will be made to provide advanced 
systems like proton beam, carbon ion therapy in 
cancer treatment at cost-effective rates in NCI.



International
Developments



Policy Insight

THEME: Cancer Policy
UPDATE:   Govt may regulate 
Insurance plans, riders if costs of 
cancer care continue to escalate

Key Highlights

Health Minister of Singapore, Ong Ye Kung said 
that his ministry is “monitoring cancer drug 
claims and coverage closely”

Riders provide higher cancer coverage, their 
premiums will need to be priced higher. If this 
results in fewer people buying riders, the 
problem will be addressed

Riders are meant to pay the bulk of the 
patient’s share of the bill not covered by the IP. 
But to continue offering policyholders almost 
unlimited coverage for all cancer care, several 
insurers now offer riders that practically pay any 
price for cancer treatments, including drugs not 
on the Cancer Drug List.

Pharma and Medical Device

THEME: Cancer Technology and 
Collaboration

UPDATE:  Samyang and LG Chem 
partner to develop new mRNA-
based cancer therapeutics

Key Highlights

LG Chem will use the technology for the 
development of innovative mRNA-based cancer 
therapeutics with maximised therapeutic 
efficacy.

In return, the company will make an upfront 
payment and a series of milestone-linked 
payments to Samyang.

By leveraging the capabilities of the two 
companies, it is hoped to accelerate the 
development of innovative cancer therapy to 
significantly improve the lives of suffering 
cancer patients.



Pharma and Medical Device

THEME: Cancer Technology
UPDATE:   Belgian biotech Galapagos 
is testing a device that manufactures 
CAR-T cancer therapies in hospitals, 
bringing down the wait time and price.

Key Highlights

Unlike regular drugs, so-called autologous CAR-
T infusions are “living medicines,” custom-made 
for each patient.

The aim is to reduce the complexity, time, and 
ultimately cost of delivering CAR-T treatments 
to more patients.

Decentralisation, simplification, and 
automation of the whole process will reduce the 
cost of CAR-T significantly.

Policy Insight

THEME: Cancer Burden

UPDATE:  Anticancer Drugs Market 
Expects To Reach US$ 335 Bn By 
2032

Key Highlights

Over the past five years (2017-2021), the global 
market for anticancer medications grew at a 
CAGR of 7.8%

In 2021, there were 17.0 million new cancer 
diagnoses and 9.5 million cancer deaths 
worldwide, according to Fact.MR data.

By 2040, it is predicted that there will be 16.3 
million cancer-related deaths and 27.5 million 
new cases worldwide due only to population 
growth and ageing.

Due to their effectiveness in treating malignant 
or cancerous disorders, anticancer medicines 
have thus demonstrated positive expanding 
traction over time.



Policy Insight

THEME: Cancer Collaboration
UPDATE:   Governor Ron DeSantis 
announces partnership expansions 
with Innovative Healthcare Company 
Insightec to bring state-of-the-art 
cancer treatment to Florida

Key Highlights

Insightec utilises ultrasound waves to disrupt 
the blood-brain barrier, which is being 
researched to allow drugs used to treat brain 
tumours to pass through and reach their target 
at a more effective volume. The technology also 
allows biopsies to be taken more easily and 
non-invasively compared to traditional 
methods

The partnership with Florida was first 
announced in 2019 following Governor DeSantis’ 
trip to Israel. Since then, Insightec has placed 
their technology in five Florida hospitals in 
collaboration with four Florida universities to 
advance the research capabilities of these 
institutions for Alzheimer’s research.

Pipeline News

THEME: Cancer Treatment

UPDATE:  Healthcare providers turn to 
AI’s predictive powers to augment 
frontline doctors’ capabilities

Key Highlights

Since the mere variety of cancer has varying 
degrees of success ranging from 98% to 1%, AI 
can push for the ability to tailor a 
chemotherapy programme using the patient’s 
genetics alongside the clinician’s best 
judgement

AI aligns with the aim of predictive modelling, 
helping doctors to choose the best course of 
action for a particular patient in the 
chemotherapy process, considering that 42% of 
stage 3 and 4 patients are a part of it

AI can result in more informed decisions taken 
by the clinicians and earlier treatments for 
patients, improving outcomes both immediate 
and long-term.
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